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. PRC Interested in Japanese :
d s Solid-Propellant Technology i
= . : R The Chinese apparently have rencwed their efforts 10
. b obtain Japanese composite-base solid- rropcllant tech- |
P nology. | |thns i
R technology is needed for launch of a “broadcast N
: satellite.” The broadcast satellite referred to is prob-,
b ably the comnunications satellite that the PRC. '
N intended to place into geostaticnary orbit in the 1979- "}
L L ‘ : ‘ 1980 time frame. Tlus program has reportedly shppcd
. to at least 1982. The Chinese have admitted serious ..
. - problems in developing its high-energy liquid-propel-
b 4% i lant third stage. The Chinese currently are developing
R a new three-stage liquid-pronellant launch vehicle wnh i
{ i an additional stage for placing the satellite into - ]
.' geosynchronous croit.[ | S
i . . I
. ! v PRC Scientific Space Program e g
L Suffers Sethack L
o The PRC’s first attempt to orbit a truc sc:cnuﬁc | |
4 : satellite failed on 27 July. The failurc followed at lcast - :
de, g; i
L. I } : he saicllite, for which
" S planning probably began in the carly 1970s, was -

' f f reported to be equipped with instruments to measure
AN T energy from the sun and the caiih’s magnetosphere.
o The failure is a significant setback to China’s scncnuﬁc

space exploration program. t % o
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